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account of age, and school teachers in large
cities often contribute a certain proportion
of their salaries to create a permanent fund
for retiring teachers.
Military Pensions. Plans for pensioning
those who were injured in wars with the
Indians and for assisting the families of
those who lost their lives in these wars were
adopted by the colonies before the Revolu-
tionary War, Troops of the Revolutionary
army were promised liberal pensions, and
officers who remained in the service until the
end of the war were promised half pay for
life; but the Continental Congress was un-
able to redeem these promises.
After the formation of the Federal govern-
ment, a general pension law was passed in
1792. In 1816 this law was revised, and the
rate of pensions was raised from $5 to $8 per
month, and the application of the law was
extended to those who had been in the army
and navy during the War of 1812. In 1818
the application of this law was made to in-
clude all survivors of the Revolutionary army
or navy who had served nine months at any
time during the struggle and were in needy
circumstances. The law was so loosely
worded that it led to many abuses, which were
checked by a new law in 1820. Later, a num-
ber of laws were passed favoring the widows
of Revolutionary soldiers and of the soldiers
of the War of 1812.
The first pension act for soldiers of the
Civil War was passed July 14, 1862. This
and several of the laws that followed were
what are known as invalid pension acts; that
is, they applied only to those who were
wholly or partially disabled by wounds or
disease during the war. Pensions were also
granted widows and children under sixteen
of those who died from wounds or disease;
in the event of no widows or children sur-
viving, the pension went to dependent par-
ents or minor brothers and sisters of those
who died. The pensions were graded accord-
ing to the degree of disability or dependence
and ranged from $24 per year upward.
Through a succession of laws the pension
system has come to be applied to survivors of
the Civil War whether disabled or not, and to
the widows of pensioners. Veterans of the
Spanish-American War and the Philippine
insurrection are also included,
In 1912 an act was passed providing that
any person sixty-two years old who had
served for ninety days in the army or navy,
 and had received an honorable discharge, was
entitled to receive a monthly pension of $13
a month. The allowances for those who had
served more than ninety days ranged from
$13.50 to $16, according to length of service,
The allowances were also increased accord-
ing to age of recipients, a maximum of $30
being awarded men reaching the age of sev-
enty-five who had served three years. In
1918 a new schedule was authorized by act of
Congress. The minimum allowance was
placed at $30 a month, and the maximum
at $40.
The World War. When America entered
the World War it was decided to substitute
an insurance system for the old method of
providing for soldiers and sailors. This sys-
tem is described fully in the article in-
surance.
Pension Administration. All matters per-
taining to pensions are cared for in the
Veterans' Administration; the former Pen-
sion Bureau was merged into this new govern-
ment branch in 1930. A regular-army officer
is Administrator of Veterans' Affairs.
Statistics. The United States has paid to
pensioners of all its wars except the World
War almost $9,000,000,000, and in 1935
(June) the pensioners yet living numbered
464,257 persons. Among these were seven
widows of veterans of the War of 1812. The
Civil War, to the date named, has cost in
pensions $7,768,408,824; the Spanish-Amer-
ican War, $867,433,454.
Related.   Articles.     Consult   the   following
titles for additional information:
Employer's Liability    Old Age Pensions
Mothers" Pensions
PENTATEUCH, pen'ta tuke, meaning five
books, the name given to the first five books
of the Old Testament, which are Genesis, Ex-
odus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy.
The Jews designated them as the Books of the
Law. Some authorities include a sixth book,
Joshua, and call the whole the Hexateuch.
Most Bibiieal scholars credit the books of the
Pentateuch to Moses; others believe that por-
tions of them were written after the death
of Moses.
PENTECOST, pen'tekawst, the Greek
name of a Hebrew festival, called by the
Jews the Peast of Weeks. It was observed
on the fiftieth day after the Passover and
celebrated the ingathering of the harvest.
In later times observance of Pentecost took
the form of pilgrimages to Jerusalem. It
was on this day that the Holy Ghost descended

